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Micro Analysis

The Case of a Maoist Fashion Designer
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“Now there are no good clothing designs. Why is this? In
Xuanwu District the Red Flag Blueprint Cooperative struggled
to attract business, so they turned to a local textile company to
supply them with patterns. However, they soon found that the
patterns they created did not suit the demands of the masses.
The designs weren’t good looking, and the variety of articles
was too limited. As a result, sales were sluggish and they soon
suspended production. In this business, there is no shortage of
arrogant people who think they can do everything themselves
and end up failing half-way through.”




“When designing clothing, one cannot create as one pleases, nor can
one work while isolated from sources of information. One must unify
the social habits and customs of one’s country with knowledge about
the human form and modern style. If one does not proceed in this
way, then one will produce bizarre clothing that is unsuitable for the
masses. Therefore, in addition to consulting other country’s designs
and the intrinsic characteristics of Chinese ethnic style, | also dive into
the realities of life, by visiting every clothing shop, listening with an
open heart to the suggestions of customers, learning what styles the
masses desire, and exchanging experience with others in my trade. It
is from these aspects that | accumulate knowledge, and, over the
passing of months and years, innovate new techniques and improve
the quality of my work.”










Meso Analysis

Markets for Ration Coupons
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* “| began trading ‘priceless securities in April 1963. At first my
business was small-scale. But eventually | connected with a
coupon broker from Hankou, by the name of Qin... | didn't have any
capital at that time, so Qin ‘kicked me the ball’, giving me 600 jin
worth of grain coupons. | took the coupons and sold them off to
Second Brother, Two-Tongue, Water Dog, and some other friends. By
buying coupons at 0.58 yuan per jin and reselling at 0.60, | earned
my first profit of 12 yuan.”

--Confession of a Ration Coupon Runner




Macro Analysis

|ULicit Networks of Chun‘an City
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