
Microsoft Research License Agreement 
for  

Microsoft Project Catapult Academic Shell and Driver 

This Microsoft Research License Agreement, including all exhibits (“Agreement”) is a legal agreement 
between you and Microsoft Corporation (or based on where you live, one of its affiliates). Please read 
them.  They apply to the Microsoft Research software named above, which may include source code and 
any associated materials, text or speech files, associated media and “online” or electronic 
documentation and any updates we provide in our discretion (together, the “Software”). The terms also 
apply to any Microsoft (i) updates, (ii) supplements, (iii) internet-based services, and (iv) support 
services for this Software, unless other terms accompany those items. If so, those terms apply. 

By agreeing to this Agreement and/or by using the Software, you accept these terms. If you do not 
accept them, do not use the Software. If you comply with these license terms, you have the rights 
below. 

1.       SCOPE OF RIGHTS. 

a.       License Grant. You may use the Software only for non-commercial purposes, subject to the 
restrictions in this Agreement. Examples of non-commercial uses are teaching, academic 
research, public demonstrations and personal experimentation.  

b.      Restriction to Donated Hardware. You may run the Software solely on Altera FPGAs and 
related hardware provided by Microsoft to an academic institution for non-commercial 
open research purposes (“Donated Hardware”), and only during such time as such Donated 
Hardware remains in the possession and control of that academic institution. 

c.       Publication.  You may publish (or present papers or articles) on your results from using the 
Software, provided that no Software source code, or object code is included in any such 
publication or presentation. 

d.      Altera components. This Agreement does not apply to Altera software, Altera IP cores, or 
other Altera intellectual property. You should obtain a separate license from Altera for those 
components.  

2.          DISTRIBUTION RESTRICTIONS.  You may not:   

a.       Modify or distribute or sublicense the Software or derivative works in any form;  

b.       Alter any copyright, trademark or patent notice in the software; 

c.       Use Microsoft’s trademarks in your programs’ names or in a way that suggests your 
derivative works or modifications come from or are endorsed by Microsoft; or  

d.       Include the Software in malicious, deceptive or unlawful programs. 



3.          SOURCE CODE AND OPEN PUBLICATION.  You agree to promptly make available for public use all 
your rights in and to intellectual property resulting from research you perform on, using, or 
otherwise in connection with the Software or the Donated Hardware on the following terms.  

a.       You shall offer your code (including hardware description language code such as Verilog 
that runs on the FPGA and software that runs on the CPUs) that you run on the Donated 
Hardware to the general public under the Apache 2.0 license 
(http://www.apache.org/licenses/LICENSE-2.0) or if required by a third-party 
component of the software that cannot reasonably be separated or relicensed, under 
the earliest permitted version of the GPL. In addition, you hereby grant Microsoft, 
without any restrictions or limitations, a non-exclusive, perpetual, irrevocable, royalty-
free, and sub-licensable (including the right to further sub-licensing) license, to 
reproduce, publicly perform or display, install, use, modify, post, distribute, make and 
have made, import, offer for sale, sell and transfer your modifications to and/or 
derivative works of the Software source code or data or Donated Hardware, for any 
purpose. 

b.       You are encouraged to submit for publication in openly available literature, the results 
of the research you perform on, using, or otherwise in connection with the Software or 
the Donated Hardware that meet the standards for such research publications.  

c.       You shall acknowledge the use of the Software and Donated Hardware in your such 
materials as follows (or an equivalent acknowledgment of your choosing):  

This material is based on work supported by access to Project Catapult 
hardware and technology donated by Microsoft. 

d.       We would appreciate you informing us when such materials become available by 
emailing catapult@microsoft.com.  

4.          SCOPE OF LICENSE. The Software is licensed, not sold. This Agreement only gives you some rights 
to use the software. Microsoft reserves all other rights. The patent rights, if any, granted to you in 
this Agreement only apply to the Software, not to any derivative works you make. In using the 
Software, you must comply with any technical limitations in the Software that may only allow you 
to use it in certain ways. You may not: 

a.       Work around any technical limitations in the Software; 

b.      Reverse engineer, decompile or disassemble the Software, except and only to the extent 
that applicable law expressly permits, despite this limitation; 

c.       Use the Software for commercial software hosting services;  

d.      Publish the Software for others to copy; 

e.       Make more copies of the Software than specified in this Agreement or allowed by 
applicable law, despite this limitation; 



f.        Rent, lease or lend the Software; or 

g.       Transfer the Software or this Agreement to any third party.  

5.          FEEDBACK. Any feedback about the Software provided by you to us is voluntarily given, and 
Microsoft shall be free to use the feedback as it sees fit without obligation or restriction of any 
kind, even if the feedback is designated by you as confidential. 

6.          CONFIDENTIALITY.  Non-public information related to the Software, documentation, 
specifications, and source code of the Software that is designated as confidential or would 
reasonably be understood to be confidential in the circumstances is confidential information of 
Microsoft and its suppliers.  

a.    Use. For five (5) years after accessing or using the Software, you may not disclose confidential 
information to third parties. You may disclose confidential information only to your academic 
advisors, employees, and/or consultants who need to know the information. You must have 
written agreements with them that protect the confidential information at least as much as this 
Agreement. 

b.    Survival. Your duty to protect confidential information survives this Agreement. 

c.     Exclusions. You may disclose confidential information in response to a judicial or governmental 
order. You must first give written notice to Microsoft to allow it to seek a protective order or 
otherwise protect the information. Confidential information does not include information that: 
(i) becomes publicly known through no wrongful act; (ii) you received from a third party who did 
not breach confidentiality obligations to Microsoft or its suppliers; or (iii) you developed 
independently. 

d.    For clarity, the following materials in the format provided as part of the Microsoft Project 
Catapult Academic Shell and Driver program are not Microsoft confidential:  
o             Microsoft Project Catapult Academic Shell (encrypted) 
o             Microsoft Project Catapult Academic Driver 
o             Microsoft Project Catapult Mt Granite “Hello World” Application 
o             Microsoft Project Catapult Getting Started Guide 
o             Microsoft Project Catapult Mt Granite Shell Architectural Specification 

7.          TERM; TERMINATION. The term of this Agreement will commence upon your acceptance of these 
license terms. If you breach this Agreement or if you sue Microsoft or any other party over patents 
that you think may apply to or read on the Software or anyone's use of the Software, this 
Agreement (and your license and rights obtained herein) terminate automatically. If this 
Agreement is terminated, you must cease using and distributing any derivative works or 
modifications of the Software.  Any sections that are intended to survive termination of this 
Agreement shall survive.  

8.          EXPORT RESTRICTIONS. The Software is subject to United States export laws and regulations. You 
must comply with all domestic and international export laws and regulations that apply to the 



Software. These laws include restrictions on destinations, end users and end use. For additional 
information, see www.microsoft.com/exporting. 

9.          ENTIRE AGREEMENT. This Agreement, any exhibits, and the terms for supplements, updates, 
Internet-based services and support services that you use, are the entire agreement for the 
Software and support services.  

10.      SEVERABILITY. If any court of competent jurisdiction determines that any provision of this 
Agreement is illegal, invalid or unenforceable, the remaining provisions will remain in full force and 
effect.   

11.      GOVERNING LAW AND VENUE. This Agreement is governed by and construed in accordance with 
the laws of the state of Washington, without reference to its choice of law principles to the 
contrary.  Each party hereby consents to the jurisdiction and venue of the state and federal courts 
located in King County, Washington, with regard to any suit or claim arising under or by reason of 
this Agreement.  

12.      LEGAL EFFECT. This Agreement describes certain legal rights. You may have other rights under the 
laws of your country. You may also have rights with respect to the party from whom you acquired 
the dataset. This Agreement does not change your rights under the laws of your country if the laws 
of your country do not permit it to do so.  

13.      NO ASSIGNMENT. You may not assign this Agreement or any rights or obligations hereunder, 
except with Microsoft’s express written consent. Any attempted assignment in violation of this 
section will be void.  

14.      DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY. THE SOFTWARE IS LICENSED “AS-IS.” YOU BEAR THE RISK OF USING 
IT. MICROSOFT GIVES NO EXPRESS WARRANTIES, GUARANTEES OR CONDITIONS. YOU MAY HAVE 
ADDITIONAL CONSUMER RIGHTS OR STATUTORY GUARANTEES UNDER YOUR LOCAL LAWS 
WHICH THIS AGREEMENT CANNOT CHANGE. TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED UNDER YOUR LOCAL 
LAWS, MICROSOFT EXCLUDES THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NON-INFRINGEMENT. 

 


