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Universal design (often inclusive design) refers 

to broad-spectrum ideas meant to produce 

buildings, products and environments that are 

inherently accessible to older people, people 

without disabilities, and people with 

disabilities.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_design





These statistics indicate the social and economic status of non-institutionalized people with disabilities in the United 
States, using data from the 2012 American Community Survey (ACS).

http://disabilitystatistics.org/StatusReports/2012-PDF/2012-StatusReport_US.pdf

Age: In 2012, the prevalence of disability in the US was:

• 12.1 percent for persons of all ages

• 0.8 percent for persons ages 4 and under

• 5.3 percent for persons ages 5 to 15

• 5.5 percent for persons ages 16 to 20

• 10.4 percent for persons ages 21 to 64

• 25.0 percent for persons ages 65 to 74

• 50.0 percent for persons ages 75+









Upcoming:
Prevalence of Developmental Disabilities in U.S. Children

• 12 year study:  1997-2008

• Center for Disease Control (CDC) & Health Resources / Services Admin (HRSA)

• Parents asked if their child had any of the following conditions: 
ADHD, autism, blindness, cerebral palsy, hearing loss, 
intellectual disability, learning disorders, seizures, stuttering/stammering, 
other developmental delay.

• 119,367 children ages 3–17 in U.S 

• 1 in 6 children between 2006-2008 have developmental disabilities

http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2011/05/19/peds.2010-2989.abstract



http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/developmentaldisabilities/features/birthdefects-dd-keyfindings.html

Developmental Disabilities (DD) 



Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) 

http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/facts.html



Broadening Diversity… 

Surprising facts?
+ kids: rise in developmental disabilities in US, age 3-17
+ elderly: 50% have disabilities in US, age >75
+ …

Universal Design
+ beyond physical architecture >> online society  





These statistics indicate the social and economic status of non-institutionalized people with disabilities in 
the United States, using data from the 2012 American CommunitySurvey (ACS).

http://www.disabilitystatistics.org/StatusReports/2012-PDF/2012-Statu

Race: In the US in 2012, the prevalence of disability for 
working-age people (ages 21 to 64) was:

• 10.2 percent among Whites

• 14.2 percent among Black / African Americans

• 4.3 percent among Asians

• 17.6 percent among Native Americans

• 9.9 percent among persons of some other race(s)

http://www.disabilitystatistics.org/StatusReports/2012-PDF/2012-Statu









