


Topic Speaker 

Introduction, framework & research goals Dr. danah boyd 

Research on the impact of technology on child sexual victimization Dr. Janis Wolak 

Technology in Child Sex Trafficking – Caselaw and Policy Mary Leary 

 

Dr. Ed Hovy,  

Dr. Mark Laterno 

Panel discussion moderated by Dr. danah boyd Dr. danah boyd 

Q&A open to the audience Dr. danah boyd 
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1. Prevention and Education 

2. Recruitment and Abduction of Victims  

3. Transit, Housing, and Everyday Control of Victims by “Pimps” 

4. Retention of Victims by “Pimps” 

5. Advertising and Selling of Victims 

6. Searching for and Purchasing Victims by “Johns” 

7. Money Exchange, Money Laundering 

8. Underground Partnerships and Organized Crime Syndicates 

9. Identification and Reporting of Victims and Perpetrators  

10. Investigation of Illegal Activities 

11. Rehabilitation and Recovery for Survivors 

12. Prosecution of Perpetrators  

13. Rehabilitation for and Control of Perpetrators 

14. Political and Policy Activities 

15. Anti-Trafficking Partnerships 
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Puzzle 





•   National population surveys of youth internet use 
•   National surveys of law enforcement about  

•   Technology-facilitated sex crimes 
•   Technology-facilitated commercial sexual exploitation of children 
•   Prostitution of minors   

Understanding the role of technology in child sex trafficking 
•   Treatment needs of victims depicted in child pornography 
•   Identifying contact offenders among child pornography traders in P2P 
networks 
 
Research funded by DOJ, National Science Foundation, Microsoft 



Prostitution of minors is a particularly brutal from of child 
sexual abuse. 



Technology does not complicate sex trafficking. 

 
•   Technology has changed the nature of how minors are prostituted 
•   Exploiters who use technology are more dangerous 
•   More children are being prostituted because of technology 



Networked technologies have not changed the nature  
of prostitution. 

Most pimps and other exploiters are not sophisticated  
in how they use technology. 

Child sexual abuse is declining, violent crime is falling, 
victimization of youth by prostitution probably is  
declining also. 



Forcible rape, 33% decline 

1992-2009 

Sexual abuse, 59% decline, 

1990-2008 
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Source:  CDC Data Brief 58: U.S. Teenage Birth Rate Resumes Decline 
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This is a message of optimism – decades of work by 
advocates, law enforcement, medical and mental health 
practitioners , youth workers (and maybe researchers) have made 
an impact and will continue to make an impact. 





Put technology in the hands of victims and potential victims. 

Work with police to give them flexible, affordable tools. 



 
 

Janis.Wolak@unh.edu
Kimberly.Mitchell@unh.edu
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• Luis CdeBaca 

• Ambassador at Large 

• Office to Combat Human Trafficking 

• April 6, 2011 





 





force o coercion,

a person under 18 



prostitution of others or other forms of sexual 
exploitation











force, fraud, or coercion in which the person induced to 

perform such act has not attained 18 years of age

force, fraud, or coercion 



less than 18 and sex trafficking 



anything of value 













Among all 8- to 18-year-olds, amount of time spent with each medium in a typical day: 
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1:13 

Video games 

HOURS 
10:45 

Total media exposure 

Note: Children may be engaged in more than one of these activities at the same time. 

Source: Kaiser Family Foundation, Generation M2: Media in the Lives of 8- to 18-Year-Olds, 2010. 



surpassing

voice calling is still the

http://pewinternet.org/Reports/2010/Teens-and-Mobile-Phones/Chapter-2/Part-3.aspx?r=1
http://pewinternet.org/Reports/2010/Teens-and-Mobile-Phones/Chapter-2/Who-teens-call.aspx?r=1
http://pewinternet.org/Reports/2010/Teens-and-Mobile-Phones/Chapter-2/Who-teens-call.aspx?r=1








• 2. Recruitment/Abduction of Victims 

• 3. Bringing Victims to Market 

• 4. Transit, Housing, and Everyday Control of Victims 

• 5. Retention 

• 6. Advertising and Selling of Victims 

• 7. Searching for and Purchasing Victims 

• 8. Money Exchange and Laundering 

• 9. Underground Partnership 



• 10. Exchange of Victims 

• 11. Protection of Business 

• 12. Identify and reporting of Victims and Perpetrators 

• 13. Investigation of Illegal Acts 





• MySpace to recruit 

• Police work to 

discover V 

• Chat logs to convict 









http://abcnews.go.com/US/hidden-america-police-target-pimps-
57-cities/story?id=16645747#.T-m-7ZHg2So
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Craigslist and Backpage 

IP addresses 



credit card 

 Surveillance footage 

Backpage

cell phone information 



credit card 

 Cell phone 



phone texts 

Facebook messages 

computers and cellular phones to recruit females into 
the prostitution enterprise, advertise prostitution services over the internet, 
and maintain records, logs, and lists relating to the operation



datehookup.com 

profile names 
conversations

searched iPod 

Facebook accounts 
chats







leary@law.edu

mailto:leary@law.edu












Information: National security /  

    corporate info 

Services: Prostitution  

Activity: Human smuggling  

Objects: Drugs, illegal weapons   





















 

 



























Hao Wang, Congxing Cai, Junwen Chen, and Donald Metzler 




























