_\J
D

YEAR ANNIVERSARY

U



Microsoft*
Research

- Digtal Humantties: an Historical Perspective

Jane Ohlmeyer
Trinity College Dublin



My background Research

& Professor of Modern History

& 1641 Depositions Project and
TCD-igital initiatives

& Digital Humanities Observatory

& Chair of Irish Manuscripts Committee
on Digitization

& Chair of IRCHSS/DARIAH Committee

& Irish representative on ESFRI, DARIAH, MSEG
for EDL - Europeana



The Ugly Duckiing Research




The History ... [

¢ Digital Humanities is a field of research concerned with the
Intersection of computing, information management and the
disciplines of the humanities

& Roberto A. Busa
& Rossettl archive (http://www.rossettiarchive.org/)

& Valley of the Shadow project
(http://valley.vcdh.virginia.edu/)

& New questions and new knowledge
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The Challenges in Current Research
Research Practices

Linearity

Isolated activity

Layered approach

Manual practices

Disconnected materials

The Trinity-Microsoft Virtual Research Environment
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Basic Scarch

Bibliographic Scarch

Word Index
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Why the Humanities? Research

& Dirty, noisy data

& Technology deficient researchers with strong
analytical skills

& Digital Content Analysis — text mining, visualization, search

¢ Digital Content Management — personalisation,
metadata, interoperability

& (Web) Services Support — storage, curation
and preservation

& (Web) Social Networking — crowd sourcing, community
annotation, social network analysis, knowledge extraction
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the 1641 Depositions

A Case Study
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TCD MS 814, County Offaly (King’s County),
Deposition of Joseph Joice, who gave details of
cannibalism that occurred in that county.
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Dirty, Noisy Data

TCD MS 839, fols 113r- 114v

Deposition of Thomas Windsor, Londonderry
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The victim
provides a
detailed list of
his losses

including cattle,

horses, sheep,
tithes and his
farm to the value
of £1570.

TCD MS 814, King’s County (Offaly),
Deposition of Henry Knowles, 24 August 1642
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